
Your research proposal should be written by you and consist of an introduction to the relevant research background, the preliminary data on which you base your proposal, a research question and an outline of the actual experiments you plan to design to answer your research questions. Within each heading below are some guidelines and suggestions for content.
Note: This is a proposal and we would fully expect for things to change slightly as your project progresses.
	Name:

	Department:

	Work based supervisor:

	Title
· Your final project title will likely end up changing but should capture the core of your proposed work.
Introduction 
· Purpose / justification of project. 
· Reasons for undertaking study (clinical and laboratory context).
· Brief literature review – briefly summarise current knowledge and debates in the literature.
Aim, objectives 
· Aim= overall research question you intend to answer.
· Objectives = Actual steps you plan to carry out that will enable you to meet your aim.
· Consider scope and constraints when developing these. 

· Set boundaries (what will not be covered)

Hypothesis  (for quantitative research only)

· Null and alternative

Methodology
· Sampling details (numbers, inclusion/exclusion criteria etc.)
· Brief detail of your method / protocol / process for this project. 
· Briefly consider controls, replicates, consideration to variables.
· Mention to any relevant health and safety.
· List planned statistical methods for analysing results.
· Consider times / test / financial constraints.
· Describe any special resources required.
· When do you intend to carry out the practical work?
You must give consideration to governance and ethics. If you are involving patients or patient samples in any way you must attach confirmation of ethical approval for the purpose of the intended project. This may be in the form of a letter/e-mail from the person responsible for research activities within your department/trust or a formal document relating to research overall within the department/trust.  
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